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The Yizhar Hirschfeld Memorial Fellowships in Archaeology 

Guidelines for Applicants  
Please read the notes carefully, before filling in the attached form.
1.  Hirschfeld Fellowships are three-year awards to support groundbreaking research in the archaeology of the Land of Israel. Awards provide funding towards the cost of up to three seasons of excavation, as well as analysis and publication. Applicants must be less than eight years removed from the receipt of their PhD.  In exceptional cases, the committee may consider applications from candidates in the final stages of submitting their dissertation. One fellowship will be awarded in 2012/13. 

2.  Applicants must be submitted by a department of Archaeology at an Israeli University. Applications not submitted by universities will not be considered. 
3.  The purpose of the fellowship is to enable recipients to conduct an archaeological excavation lasting up to three seasons, and to publish its results. Funding will only be considered for ‘problem oriented’ excavations, with the potential to make significant contributions to research into the archaeology of the Land of Israel. The proposal should make clear which problem or set of problems are being investigated, which body of theory is employed and why (if applicable), and should describe the theoretical and/or comparative perspectives used in the research. The applicant should specify how and why the proposed site was chosen as best suited for this project.

4.  The fellowship will provide up to $30,000 per excavation season, for up to three seasons. Continued funding for each season is dependent on the positive evaluation of the Academic Committee. An additional $20,000 will be available towards the cost of analysis and publication expenditures. These may be used for up to three years after the final excavation season.
5.  Nominating institutions must commit to providing $25,000 towards finds analysis and publications over a six-year period. Institutions must commit to timely publication of excavation results (no later than three years after the final season of excavation). 
6.  Fellowship funds may not be used towards personal expenses or as personal income. Funds are to be used only toward excavation and related expenses (finds analysis and publication). 
7.  Approved excavations must begin their first season within one year of receiving a decision from the Academic Committee.  Delays may be approved at the discretion of the Academic Committee. 
8. Application form and supporting documents:
The application form with a recent photograph and all supporting documents must be submitted to ‘Hirschfeld Fellowships’, 16 Ibn Gvirol , Jerusalem, 92340, no later than 19th February 2012. Additional information should be attached to the application form. The application must by signed by the candidate.  Applications should be submitted electronically to natania@yadhanadiv.org.il

In addition to the application form, the candidate must submit

i) An updated CV (including list of publications)

ii) A copy of one article in English (a dissertation chapter may be submitted)
iii) All applications must be submitted along with a letter signed by the Rector of the relevant university

Candidates should arrange for two letters of recommendation in English, from referees.  Not more than one of the referees may be employed by the submitting institution.  Letters should address both the quality of the candidate and the importance of the proposed project.
The letters of recommendation should be regarded as confidential and submitted by the referees directly to Yad Hanadiv, by mail to Hirschfeld Fellowships, 16 Ibn Gvirol, 92340 Jerusalem, by fax to 972-2-5610028 or by e-mail to natania@yadhanadiv.org.il

Inquiries may be directed to Natania Isaak (natania@yadhanadiv.org.il), 02-566-5107 ext. 310.

A candidate who does not comply with the terms of these guidelines will not be considered for the award of a fellowship.


Candidates who advance to the final selection round will be required to present themselves for an interview in Jerusalem, on 9th or 10th May 2012.
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